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Let’s start with who I am
and why I’m seeking 
re-election to a third term

I was first elected in 2011 and took office in 2012.
I ran against an incumbent who had served on the

council for 24 years. Personally, I believe half of that 
tenure should be the maximum tenure in local office.
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Why

three

terms?
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Am I 

qualified?
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Who

am I?

The phrase, “politics moves at the speed of molasses” isn’t far off the mark. 
There are always policies and procedures in place that take time to change, 
and universal agreement among council members is seldom a certainty. 
That’s what I faced in my first term. I brought about some change, but far from 
what I longed to achieve.
The Council changed massively in the 2015 election and was dominated by 
Republicans for the first time in recent memory. I was able to work across 
party lines with those members and the lone fellow Democrat, David Fisher, 
who passed away in 2017 and was replaced with Jamie Hunt by Clark County 
Democrat Party Chairwoman Kate Miller.
We have initiated many landmark projects, but nearly all will take years to 
complete. Clarksville’s south end development, revitalization of the Easter 
Boulevard Corridor and the rebirth of the Broadway corridor are key among them.

I have a background that few in Clark County can match when it comes 
to understanding the inner workings of local government. I can say with a 
high degree of certainty that I have attended more Town Council meetings 
than anyone in Clarksville. I did so because I spent 37 years with The 
Evening News. I rose through the ranks of reporter/photographer, City Editor, 
Managing Editor and Senior Editor over the years and led the conversion 
of the newspaper from typewriters to terminals and to a presence on the 
Internet. Much of that time was spent reporting on Town government.
The eight years I have served on the Town Council have deepened my 
knowledge on all aspects of town governance and I now have a solid 
foundation of what can be achieved and how to achieve those goals.

I have included my Vita at the end of this e-book for those interested in seeing 
the wide range of accomplishments I have achieved over the years. But those 
are in the past. Today I serve as the 2nd district representative on the Town 
Council. In addition, I serve on the town’s Redevelopment Commission, on 
the Technical Review Committee which meets with developers to facilitate 
their projects in Clarksville. In addition, I am Clarksville’s appointee to the 
SoIN (Clark-Floyd Counties Convention and Tourism Bureau) Board of 
Managers. My wife, Virginia Schilmiller Gilkey and I attend St. Anthony of 
Padua Catholic Church where we sing in two choirs and I serve on the Parish 
Council. We are also both member of the town’s Historic Society.



What are my priorities?1
2
3

From the beginning, my focus has been on the Eastern Boulevard 
Corridor which was once called Clarksville’s “Miracle Mile.”

I have worked to restore it to its prior glory as one of the central 
gateways into our town. Creating prosperity, an environment in
which it is safe to live, work and play round out my priorities.

“I’m John’s biggest supporter not just because I’m his 
wife, but because I have seen firsthand his dedication to 
Clarksville and all of its residents. He has a solid vision 
of where Clarksville needs to go in the future, and more 
importantly, how to get there. I ask you personally to 
support him in his re-election to the Council.”  Virginia Gilkey

I want to make 
residents of the 
2nd district safe 
and secure while 
providing great 
community 
amenities. Residents 
should be safe in 
their homes, their 
neighborhood, and 
their community. 
Key among my goals 
is revitalization of 
Clarksville’s gateway 
at Eastern Boulevard 
and I-65 with a 
major economic 
development project. 
That area does not 
present the picture I 
feel our community 
deserves. Additionally, I will work 
toward completion of a project I 
started to resolve surface water 
drainage issues in the 2nd district. 
Homeowners have put up with storm 
water flooding for too long.
Further, I want to complete 
enhancements along Easter Boulevard 

including the area in front of Strike 
and Spare with a development I 
believe will bring new living wage 
jobs.
In an area critical to all Clarksville 
residents, I believe it is important to 
stabilize funding for the Clarksville 
Fire Department. We are presently 

below national 
standards for 
manpower and 
equipment. By 
raising those 
standards, we 
can lower the 
cost of home-
owner’s insurance 
by improving 
our national fire 
protection rating. I 
will be guided by 
the wishes of the 
community in that 
decision.
Development 
of the Clark’s 
Landing project in 
Clarksville’s south 

end is key to bringing new high 
paying jobs to our area. And finally, I 
want to work with the River Heritage 
Conservancy to build a world-class 
parkland along the Ohio River that 
will bring new tourism to our area 
and enhance the quality of life for all 
in Clarksville.



Clarksville’s Gateway
Clarksville has been in need of a new gateway at its I-65 and Eastern 
Boulevard corridor since development started to move away, first to 
Lewis and Clark Parkway and most recently to Veterans Parkway. I 

have identified a way to upgrade the quality of that entrance way with 
construction of a major development where America’s Best Inn once stood.

For years, 
Clarksville police 
have made almost 
daily runs to the 
America’s Best Inns 
and Suites located 
at I-65 and Eastern 
Boulevard. The 
property had a bad 
reputation and was 
a far sight from the 
image I have held 
as a major gateway 
for the town.
As a member 
of Clarksville’s 
Redevelopment 
Commission, 
I called for a 
redevelopment 
project that could replace the hotel 
and become a major attraction 
for the town. As we searched for 
possibilities, we became aware 
that the owner of the hotel was 
interested in selling the property.
We began to look at ways of 
acquiring the site and for projects 

that would be a good fit for the site 
and for the town of Clarksville as 
a whole. That search has taken 
nearly a year, but in the end, a 
mechanism for acquisition was 
developed and placed into motion.
Unfortunately, the property owner 
did not notify individuals who were 
staying at the property as a long-

term residence 
and created a 
problem for those 
individuals and 
families, many 
of whom were 
staying at the 
property as a last-
case option for 
housing.
Clarksville assisted 
both financially 
and structurally 
in the creation 
of a mechanism 
to help fund the 
relocation of those 
individuals. We 
now have a long-
term solution in 

place to assist all homeless in the 
region, including Clarksville.
Best of all, we have a great 
development coming to Clarksville 
that will include the hotel site and 
other surrounding properties bring 
a project that will make all town 
residents proud.

“As Executive Director for many years of the Falls of the 
Ohio Foundation, I have known John as a board member, 
a volunteer and a tireless supporter of the Falls. He has 
gone above and beyond in helping to make our community a 
great place in which to live, work and play, and I ask you to 
support him in the November 5th election.” Dani Cummins
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Eastern Commons
Many people can remember the Value City department store and its massive 

parking lot. The store has been gone for years, but the building and its 
parking lot remained. A central focus of my time on the Town Council has 
been the revitalization of the Eastern Boulevard Corridor. Today that site 

holds the Renaissance Academy and Eastern Commons retail center.
Boy have things 
changed along 
Eastern Boulevard 
in the last 
several decades! 
Once known 
as Clarksville’s 
‘Miracle Mile,” the 
corridor started 
to decline with 
construction of 
new malls on 
what was then 
Highway 131 - now 
Lewis and Clark 
Parkway. The final 
nail was placed in 
its coffin with the 
construction of the 
Veterans Parkway 
Corridor which aggravated the 
decline of Eastern Boulevard as 
a retail corridor and started to 
diminish the viability of Lewis and 
Clark Parkway. Developments 
sometimes have unintended 
consequences and Eastern 
Boulevard’s decline was one such 
impact on the town’s retail-centric 

business orientation.
When I was elected to the 
Council and took office in 
2012, my highest priority was 
the revitalization of Eastern 
Boulevard, and I got right to that 
task of redevelopment.
The town was able to broker 
a deal to acquire the property, 

convey a portion 
to Clarksville 
Community 
Schools for the 
Renaissance 
Academy and work 
with a developer 
ARC Construction 
Management, LLC 
to build the shops 
you see today 
in the Eastern 
Commons retail 
center.
That development 
took a massive 
empty parking lot 
and turned it into a 
thriving retail center 
benefiting the 

Eastern Boulevard corridor with 
numerous businesses sized to 
meet the needs of the surrounding 
community.
Eastern Commons continues 
to grow today and has plans 
to attract additional retail 
development on Eastern Blvd.

“ John has been a voice on the Town Council for reason 
and responsibility, helping to lead Clarksville in the right 
direction. I believe in him so much I am helping with his 
campaign! I encourage you to support him so that our town 
can continue to grow and prosper. We don’t want empty 
promises. We want professionalism.” Don Tetley
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A Safe Community for All
Clarksville needs to be a community where we feel safe in our homes, 

our parks, our malls and on our streets. We need security that we 
can count on each and every day of the year. We don’t want homeless 

camping in our back yards, we don’t want drug dealers in our 
neighborhoods, we don’t want bad actors in our community!

I listen to local 
residents who are 
concerned about 
the homeless 
camping in 
groves of trees 
near their homes 
and businesses. 
To address the 
problem I have 
worked with police 
and other town 
employees to 
move those people 
to locations that 
are secure for 
them and safe for 
our community. 
The problem of 
homelessness is 
an ongoing one, and a problem 
that the Town Council has worked 
with community agencies to 
address.
But unfortunately, homelessness 
is not the only problem facing 
our community. We have drug 
dealers who have moved 

into our community and have 
created serious problems for our 
residents. I have supported the 
Clarksville Police Department with 
the manpower and equipment 
they have requested to address 
this problem and will continue to 
extend that support. We have one 
of the best police departments 

in the region and 
I have pledged 
my support in the 
future.
But unfortunately, 
our problems do 
not end there. 
Clarksville attracts 
individuals from 
the metropolitan 
area who want 
to capitalize on 
our prowess as 
a retail center 
and to steal from 
our businesses. 
Clarksville Police 
work with our local 
businesses to help 
address problems 

of shoplifting and outright theft. 
Our police work directly with store 
owners to help identify problems 
in operation of retail centers and 
to suggest methods to minimize 
and often eliminate theft problems.
I want a safe community, and I need 
your vote to help make it happen.

“This election for me is about the future for my three young 
daughters and my wife. I want a safe community where they 
can walk the streets without fear. When I look at the 2nd 
district council candidates, I see only one person who can 
achieve that goal, and that person is John Gilkey. I ask you 
to support him November 5th.” JIm Baird
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Clarksville Discovery Trail
Quality of life is a big consideration in everything I do for the Town of 
Clarksville. If you think about it, the qualify of your daily experience is 
why you choose to live here. I believe strongly that recreation is a key 
component that we use to judge where we will live, and Clarksville’s 

Discovery Trail is a major part of my recreational plan.
The Town Council 
has had its eye 
on the CSX rail 
property since I 
was first elected. 
The vision has 
always been to 
create a linear 
trail connecting 
a number of the 
town’s parks and 
ultimately linking 
with the Clark 
Home Site and 
Cabin.
Most recently, a 
non profit called 
the River Heritage 
Conservancy has 
been created that 
is working to create a massive 
500 acre park along Clarksville’s 
southwest riverfront. The 
Discovery Trail will serve as a 
gateway to that project for those 
who enjoy hiking and biking.
The town has worked with Duke 
Energy to secure a trailhead along 

the trail at Eastern Boulevard that 
will serve as a jumping-off point 
for many.
A project of this scope is extremely 
expensive, but Clarksville’s 
professional staff applied for and 
the town has received funding of 
$840,800 for a 1.93 mile section 
of the trail through Indiana’s 

Next Level Trail 
program allowing 
construction to 
begin this year.
The trail will turn 
an overgrown 
abandoned rail 
system into a major 
recreational facility 
for the town.
The project again 
shows the benefits 
of the town’s 
move toward 
professionalism 
with its staff. By 
working with 
highly-competent 
professionals, 
Clarksville has 

been able to achieve major goals 
such as the Trail.
The Council recently named 
the trail system the “Clarksville 
Discovery Trail,” in Honor of 
explorers Lewis and Clark who 
joined forces in Clarksville for their  
discovery expedition.
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“I have known John as a lover of Clarksville’s history. We 
both share that passion. I have seen him devote countless 
hours in helping to spread information about the town’s 
history with no expectation of reward. He is one of those 
special people who put community ahead of personal 
interest. I encourage you to support him.” Janet Henderzahs



Gateway Park
One of the jewels of Clarksville’s 2nd District  is Gateway Park. Nestled 

between the Renaissance Academy and the Clarksville Little League 
Park, it has become one of the most popular recreational sites in the 

town. With its splash pad and play area is home to the annual Touch-A-
Truck event in addition to summertime movies-in-the-park.

Projects like 
Gateway Park 
don’t just happen. 
They are planned 
for years and 
frequently require 
the assistance 
of Clarksville’s 
Redevelopment 
Commission, on 
which I serve to 
bring them to 
fruition.
Clarksville has 
lacked a location 
where it can hold 
major community 
events in the heart 
of the community. 
I have been part 
of the process to plan for and 
help develop this park. As a 
member of Clarksville Rotary 
years ago I pushed for creation 
of a performance center where 
residents could gather for outdoor 
summertime events. Years later, 
Clarksville began to consider 

creation of such a park which 
could serve multiple parts of the 
community providing recreation, a 
splash park and room for events 
such as the annual Touch-A-Truck 
and the town’s Clark Fest.
Design of the facility involved 
community input to ensure we  
were meeting needs of a wide 

range of people.
The project is 
a joint venture 
with the Parks 
Department which 
has ongoing 
responsibility for 
maintenance and 
operations.
Gateway Park is 
an example of 
diverse elements of 
town government 
working together 
to ensure we get 
the most out of 
our investment 
and that we are 
meeting the needs 
of a wide range of 

community interests.
This treasure will continue to grow 
in importance as Clarksville matures 
and we see additional residential 
development in the general area. 
The park is a living example of what 
can be accomplished when we work 
together as a united community.

“I have known John for a long time. Because of his 
journalistic background, he has always been more of a 
public servant than a politician. He can work with people 
who hold differing views seeking a solution that benefits 
all concerned. His goal has always been to find a solution 
where everyone wins.” Mick Castlebery
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“I have known John since my days as Assistant Chief of 
the Clarksville Police Department. He has always had 
Clarksville’s best interests at heart. He has a solid grasp 
of town government and more importantly, he knows what 
can and cannot be done. I believe he is the best candidate in 
Clarksville’s 2nd district Council race.” David Ross

River Falls Mall
Nothing lasts forever, least of all massive mall developments. That’s 

why the River Falls Mall started into a period of decline. Rather 
than allow the property to continue to be unproductive, the town’s 
Redevelopment Commission, on which I serve, took the action of 

acquiring much of the site and beginning a massive rebirth of the site.
When it was first 
built, the River 
Falls Mall was an 
exciting addition 
to Clarksville’s 
retail landscape. 
However, over the 
years, it began to 
lose prominence 
as other retail 
centers developed 
throughout the 
town.
There are those 
who still remember 
the upstairs 
amusement center 
in what is now Bass 
Pro Shops, and 
the stores along 
the mall’s massive halls. Today, 
Bass Pro has become a solid 
anchor, but other stores in the 
development have opportunities 
for improved sales. Simply put, the 
site needs to be reborn.
That is why the Redevelopment 
Commission elected to take the 

step of acquiring much of the site 
with a plan to re-purpose much of 
what is there now into a product 
that is sustainable in today’s 
market.
We have reached and exceeded 
the saturation point for big 
box stores in Clarksville. The 
Redevelopment Commission took 

a hard look at the 
site and decided 
it makes sense to 
bring in experts to 
evaluate both the 
site and its use in 
today’s market.
We have elected 
to hold a series of 
public meetings 
to gather input 
from you, the 
residents who 
live in Clarksville 
in addition to 
studying market 
trends in similar 
communities in our 
area of the country.

It is because of the planning of 
the Redevelopment Commission 
that we have the funds on 
hand and available through 
new tax revenues as the site 
is redeveloped that the town 
could acquire the site and give 
it an opportunity for new life in a 
different form factor.
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My Vita
I have lived in Clarksville since 1971 with my wife, Virginia Schilmiller Gilkey. We have three children: David, Chuck and Chris who you may have met in the meat 
department of the Clarksville Kroger store.
 We live in the Fairlawn Subdivision off Eastern Boulevard near the Clarksville Little League Park. Our family attends St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church where 
Virginia and I sing in the Adult Choir the One Voice Guitar Ensemble, the Funeral Choir and participate in other church activities. I am President of the St. Anthony 
Parish Council and have been a member of the Parish Finance and Capital Campaign committees in addition to being one of four co-chairs for the St. Anthony 
Parish Picnic in 2009.
Over the years my civic involvement has included: the Clarksville Rotary Club, the Clarksville Little Theatre Board of Directors, Clarksville Main Street, the Falls of 
the Ohio Foundation Board of Directors, Clarksville Sister Cities Association, Hope Inc., Connect Clarksville, the Clarksville Historical Society, Clark County Men’s 
Democrat Club, Lewis & Clark Heritage Trail Foundation, Kentucky Society of Natural History, American Legion, and I am a Fourth Degree member of the Knights 
of Columbus.
Employment
I am retired from the Southern Indiana, Clark-Floyd Counties Convention and Tourism Bureau where I served as Director of Communications for eight years. 
I started with the Bureau in January of 2006. Prior to that I was employed for 37 years by The Evening News where I held the positions of reporter, city editor, 
managing editor, senior editor and vice president of Internet and information services.

Community Service Involvement:
► Presently serve on the Clarksville Town Council representing the 2nd district and the town’s Technical Review Committee.
► Presently serve on the Clark-Floyd Counties Convention and Visitors Bureau Board of Managers and the Bureau’s Marketing Committee.
► Formerly served on the Clarksville Plan Commission and the town’s Insurance Committee.
► Formerly served on the Board of Directors of the Arts Council of Southern Indiana.
► Formerly served as a member of the Clark County Solid Waste District Board of Directors.
► From 2007 to through 2010, I served as a member of the Clarksville School Board where I helped lead the school corporation through some of the most trying
 financial times it has ever known. Today we have a stronger school corporation that is better equipped to meet the challenges of the future.
► I have served on the Ivy Tech School of Business Advisory Board at the Sellersburg Campus as well as the computer and printing arts advisory committees.
► Served as treasurer of the Clarksville High School Holding Corporation during the renovations of the Clarksville High and the Greenacres Elementary Schools.
► Participated as a member of the Clarksville High and Middle School Public Law 221 School Improvement Committees making recommendations on
 enhancements to curriculum and teaching practices.
► Served on the Charles A. Prosser School of Technology Board of Advisors and presently serve on the Graphic Arts and Computer Technology Advisory
 Councils. I also served on the school’s Public Law 221 School Improvement Committee.
► Served as a member of the Board of Aviation Commissioners of Clark County for a 4-year term from 1995 to 1999. During that time, I led the effort to complete
 the board’s first-ever strategic planning initiative and led a successful effort to have a Sellersburg Volunteer Fire Department sub-station built on the airport
 property. I was involved in the initial efforts to extend the main runway at the airport.
► Graduated in 2000 from the Leadership Southern Indiana program. I am also a 2001 graduate of Leadership Louisville and a 2002 graduate of the Bingham 
 Fellow program of Leadership Louisville. I have also completed the Regional Connections, Focus Southern Indiana, and Focus Louisville programs to develop
 my leadership skills and to get a better understanding of our region as a whole.
► Chaired two advisory study commissions to help Clark County government computerize the courthouse. Both commissions made formal recommendations of
 how to proceed, and many of the recommendations were implemented.
► Led an initiative of the Charlestown Chamber of Commerce for the transfer of land at the former Charlestown Army Ammunition Plant to the Indiana Department
 of Natural Resources for the creation of a state park. That effort led to the creation of the Charlestown State Park. I produced a video on the proposal and made
 the formal presentation to the Natural Resources Study Committee asking that the state acquire the land and build the park.
► Chaired the River Ridge Resort Committee that has worked with the Indiana Department of Natural Resources to help develop the master plan for the
 Charlestown State Park.
► Served as a member of the Board of Directors of the Clarksville Riverfront Foundation which assists the Department of Natural Resources with the operation
 and maintenance of the Falls of the Ohio State Park, Interpretive Center, and George Rogers Clark Home Site State Park.
► Participated as a member of the Board of Directors of Clarksville Sister Cities Association. I accompanied the Association to Bewdley, England, in 2000 and to
 La Garenne-Colombes, France, in 2004 at my own expense and served as a member of the official delegations discussing Sister Cities relationships. The
 Association has already made it possible for annual visits of Clarksville and Providence High School students to La Garenne-Colombes, a suburb of Paris,
 France, and has hosted inbound visits of their students. I still sit on the Association’s board of directors.
► Co-Chaired the Jeffersonville Floodwall Art Committee along with Barbara Donahue, working to create a photo-realistic historic art display on Jeffersonville’s
 floodwall.
► Led parish retreat at St. Anthony of Padua Catholic Church in Clarksville in 2002 and have been a member of its choirs for many years.
► Served as volunteer media liaison for the Falls of the Ohio Lewis and Clark Bicentennial in 2003. Supplied hundreds of images for distribution to dozens of
 media outlets across the country to promote the event. Photos were used on the local festival program book cover, the cover of the 2003 Bell South Yellow
 Pages, and on the cover of the 2003 Indiana State Highway map.
► Donated work for the Falls of the Ohio Lewis and Clark travel brochure for the 2003 Lewis and Clark Bicentennial Commemoration including design, original
 photography, layout and output to service bureau for printing.
► Designed the Lewis and Clark Bicentennial License Plate and generated graphical images for the state to use in manufacturing the plate.
► Served on the Southern Indiana Chamber of Commerce Technology Council, which championed low-cost high-speed Internet access for Southern Indiana and
 made it a priority of the Chamber in its 2003 and 2004 plans of work.
► Served on Board of Directors of Kentucky-Indiana Personal Computer Users Group and produced its 24-page monthly newsletter.
► Assisted Clark County United Way in the 1970s and 1980s with computerization of its Clark County offices and served on agency review boards and on its
 Community Advisory Board.
► Was appointed in 1995 as Clarksville’s representative to the Indiana River Marina Development Commission and served as chairman during its first year.
► Served on the Board of Directors of HOPE, Incorporated, a program helping at-risk students stay in school.

In addition:
► I was named a Sagamore of the Wabash in 2004 by Gov. Joe Kernan for my community involvement. The Sagamore of the Wabash is one of the state’s highest 
 civilian award for community service.
► In 2005, I was designated as an “Ambassador of Clark County” by the Board of Clark County Commissioners for my volunteer work in connection with the 2003-
 2006 Lewis and Clark Bicentennial.
► I am a private pilot licensed to fly single-engine land-based aircraft and am also a certified Open Water SCUBA diver. My hobbies include photography,
 videography, computers, HAM radio (KC9MHJ) and nature walks. 


